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Wicklow Town – Rathnew Local Area Plan Submission from Wicklow Town Team 

 

Housing – Population – Compact Growth 

 WCC indicate that 1500  new homes are required by 2031. Wicklow Town Team suggests 

that some of these should be located at Marlton/Ashtown/Hawkstown on Port Access Road. 

A green belt must be maintained between Wicklow Town and Rathnew. 

Provision must be made to ensure existing services can be extended to cope with increasing 

population e.g. Sports & Educational facilities, Doctors/Dentists, Water & Sewage. 

Following sites should be redeveloped to maximise oppurtunities – Post Office at the Mall, 

Courthouse, Veha Site, Fernhill/former Girl Guide house, empty site where premises 

demolished recently on Main Street/Fitzwilliam Square ( between former chemist & Vape 

Shop). 

Regeneration of Community & Places – Urban Design – Oppurtunity Sites 

Include a policy for shopfront design. 

Provide a permanent one way system on Main Street with proper designed parking & 

pedestrian areas. 

Protect the Murrough from complete destruction by implementing a Coastal Protection 

Scheme. This great natural amenity is unique to Wicklow used by the whole community. 

Enhance the east coast with the proposed Wicklow to Greystones  Greenway, this will 

deliver  economic, health & well being benefits for all of wider community. 

Develop a modern urban design for town centre ( similar to Westport design by Simon Wall). 

Develop multi storey car park at Abbey Street/AIB..provide new car park at Quarantime Hill ( 

Kanes old yard). 

Develop a regeneration plan for South Quay…home to many new businesses. 

Provide for a multi purpose community centre…at Assembly Hall. 

Revisit 2008 Public Realm Plan and implement findings ….still relevant 

 

Econominc Oppurtunity – Tourism – Shops & Services – Community Facilities 

Provide for Hotel on old Veha site. 

Provide basic toilet facilities at the Murrough/Beaches/Black Castle. 

Provide for upgrading of visitor experience at Black Castle…virtual reality to show original 

castle. 

Ensure completion of development of Abbey Grounds. 



Heritage – Biodiversity – Green Infrastructure – Climate Action – Energy 

 

Increase DART/Train services from Wicklow up to 12/15 times per day to reduce car 

dependency. 

Provide Bus corridor on M11/N11 from Wicklow to Dublin. 

Provide Park & Ride at Rathnew or Beehive exits served by  small feeder buses. 

Stop buses going through town centre.. be the first pedestrianised town. 

Iconic courthouse building continuing to fall into disrepair…... currently closed for 13 years 

with no decision on future use. Engage with Court Services/OPW/Dept. Justice to ensure 

proper maintenance..get date for recommencement of courts or if not WCC take ownership 

and develop for alternative uses e.g. gallery, museum, use court rooms for performances. 

Old Post Office..another government owned building falling into disrepair since 2018. Should 

be redeveloped for use by community. 

Lots of features with protected status…ensure that they are preserved. 

Climate impacts on Murrough must be addressed. 

Enhance Bachelors Walk. 

Trees in Abbey Grounds, Church Banks, Fernhill and behind Trinity Motors must be 

preserved. 

Provide more green corridors e.g. riverwalk behind old Veha factory. 

Ensure adequate drainage with all new developments to prevent flooding e.g. recent 

incidents of sever flooding in Rathnew….this is a new issue…no flooding here previously. 

Murrough Special Area of Conservation (SAC) is in danger of being wiped out, immediate 

action needed to ensure it survives. 

Greenway Wicklow to Greystones ….must be designed to protect SAC . 

 

Infrastructure – Sustainable Travel 

 

Improve Trains/DART/Bus Lanes/Park & Ride/Pedestrianisation. 

Review of Local Link Service….very irregular and unreliable since route changed 

Arklow/Sallins. 

Safer cycle lanes…off road. 

Footpaths in very poor condition around town…improvements needed.  



Proposed Projects & Projects in Progress 

Backlighting Historical Sites 

East Coast Greenway from Wicklow Town to Greystones 

Wicklow Courhouse…Continue lobbying to re-open or make a decision of future use…hand 

over to WCC for community uses. 

South Quay Connectivity – Funding secured to improve connectivity via Salthouse Lane, 

Quarantine Hill, Doctor’s Steps. 

Pilgrim Walk – Working with local representatives/Coillte to develop walk from Wicklow to 

Glendalough. Route agreed and supported by Wicklow Outdoor Recreational Committee. 

Running Track – working with Inbhear Dee AC and Wicklow MD to develop running track. 

Pump Bike Track at the Murrough – working with Wicklow MD and local enthusiasts to 

develop bikd tracj adjacent to skate park. 

Façade painting of premises at Upper & Lower Mall – working with Colourtrend paint 

specialists to develop painting scheme to improve exterior of buildings. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 












